
M CONTEMPORARY ART PRESENTS MATERIAL, BY SCOTT VINCENT CAMPBELL 

OPENING RECEPTION APRIL 26, 2019, 6 - 9 PM 

205 EAST 9 MILE, FERNDALE, MI 

Detroit, MI — M Contemporary Art is pleased to announce Material, an exhibition of new work by 

Scott Vincent Campbell opening April 26, 2019, and running through May 25, 2019. Material 

presents work informed by the idea of the object. For Campbell, the individual pieces in the exhibition 

function as totems: expressions of the particular idea with which the larger body of work is concerned. 

The exhibition is comprised of work from two separate series’, Campbell’s Not Good but Well Behaved 

and F.O.O.L (Fabric of our Lives). 

The choice of rubber in the Not Good but Well Behaved series is meant to convey the specific notions 

of protection and buffering, while the formal aspects of the sculptures reference objects often also 

associated with this: gates, fences, barriers, shields, masks, etc. F.O.O.L (Fabric of our Lives) explores 

the idea of collective trauma as a unifying agent: the duality of using a common pain as a source of 

strength/building block. Through the lens of American history, the materials of cotton and wood lath 

are signifiers for the two respective sides of that coin: cotton and the slave trade; wood lath and 

building construction. The resin acts as a binding agent, holding everything together. The materials 

Campbell uses are an integral way of translating the meaning of the work; he mines materials for their 

existing associations and qualities to form a larger dialogue.

“Objects hold their own power. Materials hold their own power. By creating works that 

reference the physical objects often used to define culture, I aim to create room to analyze it, and 

imagine alternatives.” -Scott Vincent Campbell 
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Scott Vincent Campbell (b. 1983) is a visual artist and curator born in New York, currently based in 

Detroit, MI. He received his BFA from Haverford College in 2005. Working primarily in drawing, 

collage, and mixed-media sculpture, his studio practice examines the social and cultural constructs 

that inform our identity, motivate our behavior, and ultimately shape our societies. Visually inspired by 

semiotics and African-American material culture, his work takes the form of serial projects, each 

created around a set of aesthetic guidelines which dictate the form, materiality, and imagery in a given 

body of work. Campbell has exhibited widely in New York and throughout the Midwest. In 2016 he 

was awarded an artist residency at Red Bull Arts Detroit, and in 2017 was the inaugural Ford Curatorial 

Fellow at the Museum of Contemporary Art Detroit. He was recently included in HOMEMADE, a 

group show curated by artist McArthur Binion at Detroit’s Library Street Collective.  

M Contemporary Art, opened in Ferndale in early 2018, primarily represents emerging and 

established Detroit-based artists whose work spans from painting and sculpture to photography and 

mixed-media. Founded by Melannie Chard, a Michigan native who gained experience in client and 

business development in New York City, the gallery offers local and national clients access to some of 

the city’s most promising artistic voices. 

To learn more about Scott Vincent Campbell, please visit svcstudio.com  
To learn more about M Contemporary Art, please visit mcontemporaryart.com 
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